
  
   

   
     

     
    

   
  

  

 
  

    
  

      
   

    

   
   

    
    

   
   

    

   
   

    
  

  

    
  

   

  

DMACC Pioneers 25th Anniversary Celebration! 
Compiled and Written by Judith Vogel 

The DMACC Pioneers celebrated its 25th Anniversary at its annual Kick-off Dinner held at the 
FFA Building on the Ankeny campus on September 3, 2019.  Sixty-one Pioneers attended 
along with several guests. The event was decorated with blue and silver balloons and table 
center pieces provided by Jodie Kinsey Evans, Floral Department Manager at Ankeny HyVee. 
Jodie is a graduate of the DMACC Graphic Design program.  Verlyn Noring and  John Crabb 
provided music with keyboard and drums.  All Pioneers were photographed individually for 
the creation of a Pioneers 25th Anniversary Photo Directory. 

Following a group photo taken by Dan Ivis, attendees enjoyed a buffet dinner featuring pulled 
pork and pulled chicken.  DMACC Pioneers President, Sue Gibbons, welcomed the group.  She 
recognized the original Pioneers Leadership Council members, current Leadership Council 
members, previous Pioneers presidents, previous Leadership Council members, and former 
recipients of the Outstanding Pioneers Award.  To recognize the milestone of the oldest 
Pioneers member celebrating her 100th birthday, the group sang “Happy Birthday,” to True 
Sherman.  The song was recorded and was later sent to True. 

Sue then introduced and thanked DMACC President Rob Denson for his continuing support of 
the Pioneers.  President Denson addressed the group and gave an update on initiatives, 
accomplishments, and activities of the College. Tara Connolly, DMACC Foundation Executive 
Director, followed the president by thanking the Pioneers for their efforts in providing 
scholarships to students.  She gave an overview of the activities of the DMACC Foundation. 
Tori Rogness, a student receiving a DMACC Pioneers Scholarship, expressed her appreciation 
for the funding and spoke of the impact receiving a scholarship had on her education. 

Pioneers Volunteer Recognition and Awards were presented by Dana Zeiser, Volunteer Chair. 
Recipients included Marian Tonhouse, Mike Perry, Warren Pitcher, Larry Clauson, Lois 
Kiester, Buzz Hoffman;, Judy Vogel, Sue Gibbons, Dana Zeiser, Verlyn Noring, Tom Maynard, 
Lyla Maynard, Barb Schmidt, Mary Jo Bennett, and Sharon Miles, Sharon Brown, Jim Dowis, 
Dennis Kellogg, Ruth Wagner, and Mark Schmidt. 

The program concluded with the announcement of Warren Pitcher as the 2019 Outstanding 
Pioneer of the Year.  Warren joined the Pioneers in 2004 and served as Treasurer from 2007-
2017. 

A social time with friends ended the evening. 
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Invitation to the DMACC Pioneers 

25th Anniversary Fall Kick-off Event 



  
   

        

      
   

  

 

Pioneers Leadership Council  2019 -2020 
Photos by Dan Ivis 

Front: Dee Johnson, Marian Tonhouse. 2nd Row: Bonnie McBee, Craig McEnany, Sue Gibbons, Patti 
Holms.  Back Row:  Judy Vogel, Barb Schmidt, Dana Zeiser, Lois Kiester. 

Pioneers Attending 25th Anniversary 



  
  

                               

                                          

                       

                                

                                                          

                                       

Pioneers 25th Anniversary Kick-off Program 
All Following Photos by Steve Gibbons 

Pioneers President Sue Gibbons Outstanding Pioneer Warren Pitcher 

Volunteer Coordinator Dana Zeiser  DMACC President Rob Denson 

Pioneers Liaison  Breck Danner Pioneers Scholarship Recipient Tori Rogness 



 

   

  

   

  
    
     

  

  
 

  

   
   

   
 

 
 

Pioneers Awards 

Pioneers President Sue Gibbons 
presenting Outstanding Pioneer 
Award to Warren Pitcher. 

DMACC President Rob Denson with 
Gold Medallion Volunteer Recipients: 
Lois Kiester, Dana Zeiser, and Sue 
Gibbons. 

DMACC Pioneers Volunteer 
Recipients. 

Mike Perry, Warren Pitcher, Larry Clauson, Lois Kiester, Buzz Hoffman;, Judy Vogel, Sue 
Gibbons, Dana Zeiser, Verlyn Noring, Tom Maynard, Lyla Maynard, Barb Schmidt, Mary Jo 
Bennett, and  Sharon Miles. (Not pictured: Marian Tonhouse, Sharon Brown, Jim Dowis, Dennis 
Kellogg, Ruth Wagner, and Mark Schmidt.) 



 

                 

          

 

                            

                                                 

 

                       

                                                      

Social Time with Pioneers Friends 

Linda Clauson, Sandi Wurster, and Bev Baer     Linda Miller, Lois Ziester, and Buzz Hoffman 

Mary Jo Bennett, Al Wyckoff, and Emily Wyckoff 

Mike Delaney and Warren Pitcher  Sandy Macklin and Sue LaZella 



                                       

 

                                            

 

                                        

                                             

 

 

Ken Clark, April Arbuckle, and John Arbuckle 

Mary Chapman and Pat Denson Larry Clauson and Tom Maynard 
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LEADIRSHIP COUNCIL 2019- 2020 

ADVANTAGES OF A PIONEER MEMBERSHIP 
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